several aolther peaple. VWhen | read this report | was siunneéd and griel stricken
for the children. Can you imagine the horror they went through?

Wi the Mationsl Dey bl an (ke
duy we will wineis Bingapon
widl Indenetin unie pnd besoie
ane whan our Maiéar Michas|
Cheautian and Ma Sintka
Rdmbsdon vie 1he knol in sur
dharch

Afber d0 pver yenrs of feodpm,
aiir dpay pastnr baw fLnally
oo 1o Dive In 1B bond of
luwn,

Wia all wialy you Choid's blussings
Hpin o lives lagedhes

On sobering, | began - | balieve as many other
poople did - 1o wonder why such a tragic event
ook place. Why did this man become so cruel?
Has he no more feelings? What made him do
this?. On the surface 10 preserve our own
sanity we offer an immediale response 1o say
that this man |8 mentally unsound. Okay, it is a
repsonable reply. Bul why did he becoma
mentally unsound? |8 Il just circumstances,
problems in life, poor health or genetic faciors.
Besides all these, can | sugges! this: he lacked
something. He probably lacked something
called love, He probably fell unloved, and
thought that no one cared whether he die or



you imagine the lerrifled screams and horror etched on the faces of her children
when they wera drowning and seeing their mother deserting them when they
needed har most? | saw on an Internet wabsite photos of the children and a
in their memory bullt by the lake's side. Some peopie still visit this
memorial by the lake 1o ponder and reflect on this almost insane incident trying
to reconcile what happened there,

Coming from atheist Bertrand Russell, for once, s @ comment that
Christians can say an amen 10, Moling the complexities of this world and its
mast urgent need, Russall sald “The roat of the matter is a very simple and old-
fashioned thing, a thing so simplae that | am almost shamed to mention it, for the
fear of the derisiva smile with which tha cynics will great my words, The thing |
mean — please forglve ma for mentioning # - is love, Christian love, or
compassion.” Interesting Indeed, Even an athaist believae love is iImpartant.

However the apostle John comfored us by reminding us that love was
the basis why God sent Jesus Christ fo save the world with this words, “For

that He senl His one and only Son, thal whoever
belleves in him shall not perish but has ®lemal life” John 316, In another
occasion, the Apostie Paul reminded the Corinthian Christians that the key
ingradiant in building spirtual haalth in their church and in their individuat lives
is love. 1 Cornthians 13 is the famous passage on Christian love composad
with great literary and rtnihmic beauty. It is perhaps among the grealest,
strongest and deepes! thing Paul ever wiole.

1. | speak in the longues of men and of angels, bud have not ove. | am only a
resounding gong of & chnging cymibal

2 | have the gift of prophecy and can fathom af mysleries and ol knowledge, and if |
have a fath that can move mountans, bul have nol love, | am nothing

3 | give sfl | possess o the poor and sumender my body o (he flames, bul have nol
ke, | giin nolhing

dLove is patient, love is kind. It does nol envy, it does not boast, it is mol proud

51t is not rude, i s not selfseexing, It is nol easily angefed, i keeps no record of
WIONgS.

BLove does not delight in evil but rejoices with the Iruth

%



71t always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are
tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.

13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

Essentially Paul in this great passage of scripture is trying to convince
Christians of the following

Love is essential — for all people and for all purposes and for all
situations vv 1-3
1. Gifts/talents/capability/endowments are valuable but must be exercised
in love for without love they are nothing
2. Sacrifices that do not flow out of love is empty
Try to impress others
Done out of convenience
Done to earn points with God
Love can be lived out — not just a feeling or notion. He described the
characteristics of love that should be manifested in the Corinthians’ church
life v 4-8. Divisions have plagued the church in Corinth. Paul admonished
the Christians to be:
1. Be patient and kind toward those who are on the other side.
2. Those who lack certain charismatic gifts should not envy those who
have them
3. Those who have gifts should not be boastful and proud
4. Paul describes a person who loves — he is not rude, not self-seeking
and is not easily angered. He keeps no record of wrongs. He gives
them the benefit of doubt. If they do things that upsets him rather than
getting angry, he try to figure out why they did what they did. Yes, there
will always be people who say or do things that really do hurt. Paul
says that if he really love those people, he will not keep track of them.
He does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. True love does
not find pleasure in the misfortune of a friend or others he supposediy
love. It always protects, always ftrusts, always hopes, always
perseveres. A loving person is not blind to the fault of others, but he
never forgets that by God’s grace people can change. When we love
people we do not easily give up on them.
Love is valuable - it is enduring and the most excellent way vv 8,13

A Peanut cartoon shows Lucy standing with her arms folded -and a stern
expression on her face. Charlie brown pleads, “ Lucy, you must be more loving.



This world really needs love. You have to let yourself love to make this world a
better place.” Lucy angrily tumed around and knocked Charlie Brown to the
ground. She screams at him saying, “Look, Blockhead, the world | love. It is the
people | cannot stand.” How often we felt the same as Lucy. But is it right is
another matter. According to Bible’s analysis it is not right. As Christians we
know by heart 1 John 4:11, “since God loved us, we ought to love one another.”
Easier said than done? But how:

1.

We need to love those who are close to us — our spouse, our children,
our parents, relatives and friend. If we cannot demonstrate love to
those close to us, how can we do so in other relationships.

We need to love those who are different from us — different races,
different income and status, different gifts and abilities, different age
and backgrounds.

We need to love those who disagree with us — politically, theologically —
NIV vs KJV, ideologically. Francis Shaeffer once said, “If division must

- come, if we must for whatever reason separate from a Christian brother

or sister, there should better be tears in our eyes.” Christians with
whom we disagree are never our enemies. They are still family
members. :

We need to love those who irritates us - make us mad, those whom we
have personality conflicts with, those who we think are stupid etc. Do
not allow the sins and imperfections of others to try to excuse our own
lousy attitude towards them. Let us remember the words of Jesus, “Let
him who is without sin cast the first stone.” John 8: 7.

What can we do about our unloving attitude towards other people:

Wae need to confess that sin to the Lord.

Stop making excuses for not being loving

Focus on the love of God for you in Christ, which is unconditional.
Identify specific people that you find hard to love and pray for them
Even when you had a bad attitude toward someone, treat them in a
loving way. That may seem not really love, but our feelings often follow
our actions. .

Pray and ask God to help you change your attitude.

Of course we recognize that loving others is never an easy thing to do. Many
times we can get bumed if we try to love. But may the Bible and the Holy Spirit
- persuade, exhort and convince us that

3. Loveis essential — in all situations and for all purposes and for all purpose



4. Love can be lived out — not just a fealing or nofion
5. Love is valuable = it is enduring and the most excellent

Ancestral veneration - is it respect or
worshipping our ancestors? Venerition
is defined &8 "lo revere” - L.&. to care or
respect, It embodies the concept of
regarding as sacred. Thus there is a
thin line separating respect and that of
worship.

Christians are often faced with this
dilemma of discerning which aspects
in ancestral veperation is that of
showing respect and which
involves worship. Christians
in times of bereavement in
one's family or even when
attending = funeral or wake of
i non-Christian Chinese often
wonder what they may or may
not do or participate in
without compromising their fuith,

Many of the Chinese beliefs and
practices have their roots and influence
in Confucianism, Taoism, Buddhism
end Shennlsm.

Con WENCE

Ome of the principal teachings of
Confucius is that of filial piety. Key

ANCISTLAL VISNEAIGN A
CLHEISTIAN LIDSALECHLEVE

Daaton Wartin Tfee

thoughts include physical and spiritual
obligations which one has to fulfil n
catering to the physical needs of our
parents, care for our bodies which is a
legacy from our ancestors, and bearing
of children to provide for ihe
continuity of our family.

Qur  spirinial  obligations  include
obedience 10 our parents (even afler
their death), remembrance of our

. deceased parents through offerings

of sacrifices, and winning of
guccess and homour to bring
glory to the family name.

The fifth of the Ten
Commandments teaches us to
honour our father and mother
(Ex 20:12). Christians have no
difficulty in accepting the physical
obligations and of being filial,
However the spiritual obligation of
offering sacrifices must nol  be
practised due to its connotation with
worship, As Christians we worship
only our Lord Jesus Christ, The
winning of success and honour for the
family is acceptable, so long as we do
not compromise our - faith through


http://www.christianitytoday.comlctl2000/OJ2/34.JJ3.html
http://www.thisislondon.co.ukldynamiclnews/story.html?in
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are based on the Buddhist beliefs thatl
salvation i3 attained by self-effort and

self-conquest.

principle of bi-polarity (Ying & Yang)
Ying and Yang refer 1o the 2 opposing
forces which are positive (for
maleness) or negative (Tor femaleness).
Harmony based on balancing these two
factors must be maintained st all times
- al the individual level, in nll aspects
of our social life and in the entire
cosmps. This is 10 ensure thal all




creation may conbinue o live and
function properly. Death is a disruption
to this balance in the cosmos. This
balance can only be restored by the
performance of certain death riluals by
the Taoist priesis,

Christians believe that all things are
created by God who is sovereign over
gll creation, Belief in the Tao is
contrary to Scripture. Ta believe in the
Tao is to deny the individual
responsibility for sin as we are a part
of an entity which hoids things in
harmony. Il is against Scripiure (o say
that the harmony can beé resiored by
human rifuals

Shennism

According 1o Shennism, the
involvement of o person does nol end
with death. Death is only a transition.
Ancestors are believed o provide
economic, emolional and  social
security 1o the family with continued
relationship  and  interdependence
between the living and the dead,

Shennism holds that both “shen’ and
"kui' are spirits of the dead controlling
all human activity and fortune "Kui®
are the spirits of the dead who have not
been properly taken care of - je
proper rites nod performed. They roam
the world causing frouble  and
destruction [o salisly their needs,

Scripture does not teach of the
interference of the departed in the lives

of the living, The spirits of the dead are
not lefl (o roam the earth bul are 1aken
into Paradize awailing Chris’s repsm,

Though Scripture  teaches of he
existence of spirit and of evil spirils, i
advocates that we need nol fear them
or fear that they have conirol over us.
All authority in Heaven and on earth
belongs (o our Lord God Almighty
(Phil 21:10). Seripture declares Christ's
suthority over evil spirits (Matt 10:1).

The 'Ying' World

Cne common Chinese beliel is in the
"Wing" World whers the dead resides.
The dead are snthropomorphic e
human-like i nature and continue 10
have human needs of food, clothes,
money, housing, enleramment and

transpeor.

Biblical description of the new heaven
and the new earth is completaly
contrary to that purported in the "Ying'
world,. Though no full description is
given of the lifestyle of the resurrected
believers, they shall be worshipping
and serving God (Rev 1B: [ =T)

Christians nead not fear attacks of any
spirits (Lk 10: 18 - 200, and can trust in
the Lord's providence.

Many forms of religions are practised
by the Chinese, Mowbly, these beliefs
are  syncrelic {unifving of various
schools of thought or belief systems).
These religious beliefs  manifest



themselves  in various  religious
prechices including ancestor
veneration. Having a grasp of the basis
of such beliefs and knowing the Word
of Ciod would help us discern and take
an appropriate stance. In all, we seck to
glorify God and edify others; our
wilness, smmsitivity and iactfulness in
living out our Christian faith enable us
e form  common  bases of
communication with family members
and friends. As we seek to honour
God, the Lord will enable us to be
faithful and non-compromising and vet
not cause offence to others.

Tan Swee Leong

Mode; This (5 the firsl of a two-pori serigs
The second part will deal with the prochives
associaied with ancesiral veneraiion

FAREWELL RONNIE

The Engllsh Council held a Ta‘e«ell
dinner for Bro Ronnde Lim and family at
Yunnan Garden restauram in IMM, 1§

was a tme of refiedion, sharing,
{arawsll speeches and evan passing of
the balon,

Bro FRonnke shared some of his
experiences and wislons aboul JCC,
He also shared how he fisl visiled
Shanghai during a business ip a few
years ago.  Im the winkry evening, he
vamured into The Bund and was
owvanvhaelmed by the sighl and raised
his hands bo praése God. He even said
something like if it was God's will, ha

will return Lo Shanghal some day., To
his shook, he was posted there for the
need 3 yaars or 50, In his indomitable
slyle, he tobd us the moral of the
| story: Don't Pray, Prayl

in Shanghai, he will be Fving
near the faciory and when
Mancy goes vwer in November,
aftar the chidren's examl-
malions, they will slay in tha
city. Dwring a recce frip, they
hava visited a church and thay
Tl cormfortabile with It

May 1he Lord waich ower thelr
comings and goings even as they go
forih in frith and great expectations
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I heovey banned

HARRY
from my

Are you a fan of Harry Potter?
Maybe you are not, but how about your young
children? Are they mere fans of Harry just as they

find good interest in books by
tales by Aesop and companies or other
thought-inspiring  science- fiction stories? Or
are they so bewitched by the fictional kid with magic powers, created by British
author 1, K. Rowling, just as they are hooked to computer games like Dungeons
& Dragons, keeping their eyes fixated and leaving their minds hungry for more
of the same with little space left for other competing literary, educational or
leisurely pursuits?

Enid Bryton, fairy

In September 2000, the Vine published a cautionary email that was
making its rounds on  “The Truth About Harry Potter”, It ended with this
sentence, “'We suggest you act to protect your child.™

Ten months have gone by. What has been happening on the issue?
Well, the books on Harry are still very popular. You don't have to look for
them; they will come looking for you — your children will have no problem
finding them in bookshops and school libraries or borrowing from friends or
relatives; and before you realise it, youo find copies of the book lying around the
house. The books are simply everywhere. The literary prowess of author
Rowling in producing a “classic’ with such immense attraction to young readers
must be the envy of other commercial storywriters. If the books get youngsters
keen about reading, and hence help in their learning of English, then it is a good
thing. However, if all that captivate the young readers are Harry's lessons in
practical witchcraft and what is cool about the fun and excitement of wicked
wizardry portrayed in the books, you can be sure that the readers are not
picking up language learning but fantasies that drive them along on a single-



track road to 2 land of dreams where realifics no longer make sense. Harry asa
non-conformist kid praised for his exploits is, afier all, a very poor role model
for impressionable youngsters.

Don't think much about what [ have said just as 1 had not been very
much bothered by the article in the Sept 2000 Vine advising caution about the
boy called Harry? | was quite aware of my sons reading the books in the past
six months to a year. | was casual about it until recently when | discovered by
sccident that something was not quite OK 25 two them were engrossed in a
conversation on an MRT train journey. It was just a brief conversation that cne
would simply overlook and not be bothered with, but somehow | just felt
something amiss about their reading of Harry Potier although | did not really
catch the precise words of their conversation. In fact, | myself have not been an
avid fan of Harry. | do not understand how | actually managed 10 caich 3 whilT
of something vague that stirred a warning in my mind about the need 1o addres
the Harry Potter issue. | spoke to my sons and advised them about the
controversy surrounding the books, 1 told them that | would not encourage them
reading Harry Potter, [t was days later that [ spoke to them again telling them
my decision to ban the books in the house.

Some might think that | am overdoing things, but | am just acting
according to my best understanding in the supervision
of my children in their choice of reading material. 17 it
turns out that | have erred on the side of caution, the
decision is revocable; bemor this than an aliernative
liberal stance with the prospect of regrets for any
harm that may be difficuli or impossible to undo, My
children have nothing much to lose by the banm
because aliernatives for leaming and pleasure reading
are available.

| have nothing against J. K. Rowling. | simply do not feel nght about
Harry"s vision, his supernatural theills and the books” persuasive and pervasive
portrayal of fantasies as realism. You don't have 10 agree with what | have done
about banning the books in my howse. However, before you form your own
judgement, do read what my tecnage soms Benedict (15 years old) and lan (13
years old) have to say about their personal experience of obsession with the

books, - newr page
John Lee
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1 jast Loizbed Cha sot of books on Harry Pofter 4 month sqv. My
inigial foaling sbout (e books was (hat Chap ware quits iofaresting Aod
fscinating. Thay realy ciptared myp sttention. The plo¢ was simpla bat (b
sty (raly kept ma o suspense Som (ba bagioning o (e end. A5 (sa sty
was wondertld, [ soon foand myself resding (ha bwoks &l ovar 4gatn. Ihis
continned uoly! recantly when I saddenly reslised st [ was becoming mare
aod morg tuterasted o wirards, spels sod magre. I wold make beliove (hst
/ was ave of (be chareciers in (e story recifing & spald. Ihen [ f8X% thag
Chare was some sort of pall hat was drewing ma doser &vd dower G0 5o
wiedd of m4gic sud wirards. [ seemed (o bo mare engrossod in (e books
¢ban in spending quiet Gime with God. [ was ant of being palled sway Lom
God sod Lvm placing Christ 4s Lard of my beart [ seomad (58t (hase
Harry Pogtar books ware (rytng (o (ake ovar (ba Ghrone of myp Aesr.

[ thought sboat (Ba attractive fiarce being 4o evil foarve (ying (o
draw ma swap Lem (e gvodpass of God. Ay ¢his choaght, [ K very
Bightened sod Kbar fears started Leoding my mind. The Ara¢ skriion thst
cama iote my mind wis (o gei rd of ¢he books. A¢ Lt i was quite
dilical; (o break off the Aabi¢ of resding Harry. It wis jast kkw Cyiag to
got cat of 4o addicgim (o xmoking. Howaver, [ was quite determined tz
succoed.

Firatly, [ rotarnad (ha books (o my Bdsvds. /o sddition, [ constantly
vrayed (v God ssking Him @ give me (he eparyy (v rexist (be (emplation of
reading Harry. After daps of isalation fom Cba books, [ began (o realize that
7 54d Joss and Jass iufarest io (Sa beoks and mare (ima (v spond ou obar
tiings. [ reallyr waot (o thank God for His grace &od mercy. Daspite my
straying Bom Him, Ha is foagiving eud brings me back (v (be carract path,
st like & shopbard sooking out Ais kst sbegp. Who &vows what myp Hfe
world be lLike i [ continged (v be involved in dresmy thoughts of magic and
wirards &od God 58d oot Jod me out of #7 [t s (rua tha¢ God iz Almighty
who (rdamphs over ¢vil &od is &lsv loving &nd gracioas. :
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Faith, Hope and Charity
Faith, Hope and Charity

Mias Mission is all about Hopes.... It is about sharing the love of out Lord
Jesus, 1t is abowt caring and sharing for the least among His people. Nias Mission is
love expressed in action; giving hopes to children orphaned by the premature death of
their parents, children who have lost one of their poverty-stricken parent and children
from very poor families,

Mias Mission gives them &
hope of a brighter tomorrow by §
providing them with shelter, food &
care and education and life-skills |
training. All these made possible by g
the grace of God through His people §
who care enough (o adopt the @
children, contribute in money and in K
kinds,

To experience and share the @ e e il -
joys of these poor bul unspoiled | A R T S
children, their lsughter, Mumaﬂmﬂﬁd&hnhaﬂmlnﬂui&fm
ﬂ::h-mkufdmmatinm sharp each moming, voung beautiful woices drifi out in
sonps of praises and worship unio the Lord. Song afler songs were sang from
memaries, each child so engaged in communion with the Lord in songs and prayers in
the regular moming devotion worship. Discipiine among them was conspicuous.
Absenl were the fidgeting, playing and talking very commonly found in most Sunday
schools in our churches,



The adult social workers who take care and provide memtorship 1o the young
in their charge also participate in cach morning devolion. However, they leave the
children to conduct the services which include reading the Bible aloud. The enthusiasm
and jov smong them is contagious enough for me to want to awake ench moming to see
and hiosr them.

Immedately after the devotion service, each child automatically began hisher
aasigned task; fetchmg weder for cooking and washing from down the hill, sweeping
and mopping floors, keeping bedrooms tidy etc, before dressing up for school, Each
child seemed happy in hisher task Immﬁﬂmmtwmﬂdm
hisher work. Breakfast is ai aboui 7 a.m. and den ii's off
to school, Some of the older children have to walk &
kllometres in the swellermg heal and dust each day o
End from school,

To know and to internct with each child
perzonally is & joy difficult to describe. It must be an
empirical experience o foel that joy. Up 1o this day the
memory of the beautiful children snd their songs, high
spirit and their hopes remains fresh in my mind and |
pray 1 shall be with the next Nias Mission team again. If
God so willing. my family must go with me too,

Owrr Lord Jesus wallkked the esrth with His people. He was not only concerned
with their spiritusl salvation; He was also concerned particularly with the sick, widows,

The Gospel of Salvation must go hand in glove with
social gospel and cannot be divorced one from the other, Oar
Lord Jesus equates our treatment for the sick, distressed,
destitute and the needy with our treatment of Himself, What
we do for them, we do unio Him. (John 13:34 35; Rom |2:)-
5) We must have the same passion and compassion of our
Lord and be the Bible othars can resd in us. Nias Mission isa
good Bible in which Christ love is seen.

May our Lord touch each ooe of us 1o suppont His
Fittle omves i Mins. Amen




Commumity Pereirstion.
The dilfergnce beiween
Community Peactration
wnd cther svangelisils
programs wera Hiled ou
&3 folloswy —

sl mres

perionsl contacts - door io door
pemiiion first - presch later
tangsied praying

wider imngt of Community work
tetal church mobilisstion
ministries creaied primarlly for
commiinkly pesstmtion, eg tuition

Finding more about

specisl occasions and | would
the joss sticks and tha food
on . Somefimes | fearsd that
i meals that | ale al the dining table
ware those that were saoificed, Bul out
of fial ety for my parenis, unclos and
aurfe, | foliowed suit,

In 1574, =y parenia and | shilled to
Taman Jurong. | was looksd aflar by my
neighbours while my parents worked
during the day, They 100 had a Buddhist
altar in thedr foam, i was a
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Blustrated gulde 1o Chiness
wihich ated mare than §,
ago. In &

thesls orginally for a Masters
Singapore Bible College, looks &t
Chinose Christians ought to
lick. Goc’s promise 1o
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